
 
Reading and Writing Across the Year in Third Grade 

A Sampling of Units of Study 
 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 
Building a Reading Life 
 
The lessons in this unit help teachers to establish a 
productive, well-managed reading workshop, assess 
readers, help children develop identities as readers, and 
show students how to begin to use the reading skills that will 
be essential across the upcoming three years. Teachers 
invite students to live lives as readers, and these lives will 
define the work they do not just in third grade, but in fourth 
and fifth. 
 

Crafting True Stories  
 
The year begins with lessons that establish the writing 
workshop and introduces the use of writers’ notebooks.  As 
they write personal narratives, third graders now begin a 
version of the writing process that is quite different from that 
which they knew during the primary years. They become 
accustomed to collecting entries in their notebook, selecting 
a seed idea, and then taking that seed idea through the 
writing process. 

Mystery: Foundational Skills in Disguise  
 
Mysteries are the perfect vehicle for teaching foundational 
skills that lie at the heart of engaged reading. Students leap 
at the chance to do the work required to “get” the mystery, 
following ideas across their texts, seeing cause-and- effect 
relationships, and predicting outcomes. And, of course, 
mysteries naturally push kids to infer—to notice clues and to 
wonder more about them; to consider how part of one 
chapter relates back to what was learned in an earlier 
chapter; and to wonder when characters are really telling the 
truth. 
In this unit, students will: 

● Learn to read closely to catch key details, 
● Learn to think back over and accumulate details, 

developing hunches, suspicions, predictions 
● Become more skilled at gathering information from 

texts by rereading and annotating 
● Transfer what they learn about mysteries to other 

types of fiction. 

Changing the World: Persuasive Speeches, Petitions, 
and Editorials  
 
In this unit, children will learn that their voices matter and 
that writing can help them express opinions and make 
change. Students begin this unit by taking a look at the 
world, imagining how it might be better. They then cycle 
through the writing process at least twice, beginning with 
persuasive speeches and then moving towards editorials or 
petitions, transferring all they know about strong opinion 
writing from one genre to the next. They learn not only how 
to write persuasively, but how to gather facts and details to 
support opinions. 

Reading to Learn: Grasping Main Ideas and Text 
Structures  
 
This unit switches students’ attention from fiction to 
nonfiction. It is a foundational nonfiction unit, which will 
channel students to read large chunks of nonfiction. 
For most students, we find that this switch in genre is a 
welcome and exciting change! As students delve into 
expository and then narrative nonfiction, you will teach them 
to pause to recap and summarize, use text structure to 
discern main idea and to find supporting details to support 
their ideas. 

The Art of Information Writing  
 
This unit channels students to write informational books on 
topics of personal expertise. Students will learn to structure 
their books using categories and subcategories: topics and 
subtopics that are signaled with headings and subheadings, 
and with accompanying portals for information, including 
glossaries and text boxes or sidebars, and diagrams, 
charts, graphs, and other visuals. Kids learn a handful 
of qualities of strong informational writing and will progress 
quickly towards producing organized, coherent pieces of 
writing. 
 
 



Character Studies  
 
By this point in the year, students will no doubt be ready to 
return to fiction reading with this all-time favorite third-grade 
unit. This unit builds on what kids learned about characters 
and story elements earlier in the year.  Children will learn 
how to go from making observations about characters, to 
growing ideas, to deepening those ideas and then turning 
them into evidence-based theories. Mid-way through the unit, 
students will shift their attention to the progression of 
characters across a story and the role of story 
elements—including problem, setting and theme. 
 

“Baby” Literary Essay  
 
This unit builds the groundwork for the fourth-grade literary 
essay unit, inducting students into the world of close reading 
and citing and defending evidence in support of a claim. It 
also supports students as they learn to organize those ideas 
and pieces of evidence into a cohesive, organized essay.  
 

Research Clubs: Elephants, Penguins, and Frogs, Oh 
My!  
 
This unit inducts students into the process of being 
researchers—working in groups to first research one animal 
and then another in order to compare and contrast their 
findings. This unit will bring together so many of the skills 
students have learned in prior units: talking to teach and 
process information with others, beginning with a broad topic 
and slowly moving to a more focused study of a subtopic, 
pulling together information and ideas from multiple texts, 
and comparing and contrasting information gleaned from 
multiple sources. 
 

Writing about Research  
 
Students spend writing workshop time continuing to deepen 
their skills with writing about reading and supporting 
opinions and main ideas with text evidence.  Some 
examples of this text-based writing include: 
 

● Essays about info text 
● Writing connected to reading unit (nonfiction 

reading/ research) 
● Writing volume and stamina  
● Writing Process - reinforcing rereading for meaning 

and revising and editing for readers 
 

Reading Related to Fairy Tale Writing Unit 
 
In order to adapt and write fairy tales, students need to have 
read widely.  During reading workshop, as they continue to 
work on reading goals, students’ writing work is also 
supported as they may engage in: 
 

● Informational  reading about countries of origin for 
various tales 

● Literary reading of lots of fairy tales 
● Character studies with fairy tales 

 

Once Upon a Time: Adapting and Writing Fairy Tales  
 

This unit invites students to first write adaptations of a few 
familiar fairy tales and to eventually write their own fairy 
tales. Leaning on the support of the original story, children 
learn to use literary language and storytelling prowess to 
create the world of the story and to write gripping stories 
that crescendo. Although children think this is a unit on 
fairy tales, you’ll know they are honing students’ skills in 
narrative craft. 
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